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Abstract
This study assessed the impact of body mass index (BMI) and socioeconomic status (SES) on the Zurich Neuromotor
Assessment, second version (ZNA-2), a battery of tests of motor development in typically developing children between 3 and
18 years of age. BMI measurements and international socio-economic index data were taken from the normative sample of the
ZNA-2 for 321 children (158 boys, 163 girls) with a median age of 9.3 years. The age- and gender-adjusted motor performance of
these children was quantified and grouped into five components: fine, pure, and gross motor tasks, static balance, and contra-
lateral associated movements. A total score was also calculated. The associations of BMI and SES with the motor scores
contribute to less than 5.1% of the total variance.
Conclusion: The ZNA-2 for motor development is suitable for measuring motor abilities’ development as it is largely
independent of the BMI of the child and the SES of the family.
Keywords Bodymass index . Gender .Motor performance . Socio-economic status . Typical motor development
Abbreviations
BMI Body mass index
CAM Contralateral associated movements
FM Fine motor
GM Gross motor
ICC Intraclass correlation coefficient
ISEI International Socio-Economic Index
LRT Likelihood ratio test
What is Known:
• Typical motor development, as measured with the Zurich Neuromotor Assessment, second edition (ZNA-2), is strongly dependent on age and gender.
• The ZNA-2 focusses on motor performance, motor quality and simple motor skills.
What is New:
• Higher socio-economic status (SES) is associated with slightly better motor performance as measured by the ZNA-2 total score.
• In the ZNA-2 less than 5.1% of the variability in motor performance is attributable to the combined effect of body mass index and SES.
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Introduction
The theory of changes in motor development has broadened
from a maturational perspective to an ecological one [15].
This ecological perspective recognizes that both the body
and the environment in which that body develops change
and interact in a manner that can be difficult to predict [15].
Thus, when a clinician is interested in motor development at a
purely neurological level, the ecological perspective obliges
them to incorporate factors independent of age that may im-
pact the motor proficiency of the child.
Indeed, not all changes in motor performance constitute
development [15]. For instance, children who are heavier are
morphologically constrained by their weight [2] and not de-
velopmentally delayed when their performance on skipping
tasks is below average. The negative effect on motor perfor-
mance of physical factors such as having too much weight is
well established: children who are heavier are disadvantaged
in antigravity motor skills [1, 2, 7, 12, 14, 24, 26, 27, 31, 34].
Conversely, children who play outside for more than 3 h per
day—as recommended by the World Health Organization
(WHO)—may havemotor skills superior to those with a lower
level of physical activity [1, 16, 25, 43]. Children who fre-
quently play with balls may become skilled performers, but
this progress is more a consequence of experience and practice
than of development.We should primarily study the change in
motor performance over time (which is development) rather
than studying the impact of movement experience and weight
on motor development. This implies that when we want to
study motor performance and development, we have to con-
sider the associations with the child’s body weight and
environment.
The Zurich Neuromotor Assessment (ZNA [23]), its up-
dated version (the ZNA-2 [18]) and the shortened one (the
ZNA-Q [17]) are motor tests that describe the developmental
course of motor performance and associated movements from
childhood to adulthood. One feature of the ZNA-2 is that the
tasks in this assessment are as gender- and culture-neutral as
possible. It is known that test items that favour specific gen-
ders or cultures should not be part of a motor test focusing on
performance [14, 28]. For instance, boys are usually better in
all exercises with balls [1], as they practise this more; conse-
quently, these exercises are not suitable for comparing motor
performance between boys and girls. Likewise, competence in
using pencils below age 5 is highly dependent on parental and
childcare support. For this reason, tasks involving drawing are
not suitable for investigating fine motor skills in children. In
the ZNA-2, boys and girls are studied separately, as boys and
girls have different levels of physical activity [8, 13, 39] and
body compositions [3, 19, 20, 28, 38], which vary over age [3,
42].
Socioeconomic status (SES) is known to have an impact on
motor performance and also requires consideration [6, 11, 14,
21, 30, 32, 40]. A child is embedded in an environment, and
this environment may encourage more or less physical exer-
cise and/or play. Motor development in a poor household with
few opportunities may therefore lead to a child’s developing
lower skills [1, 6, 14, 21, 30, 32, 40].
In the ZNA-2, gender differences were observed in many
tasks [18]. Nonetheless, no empirical evidence is yet available
about the effect of a biological factor such as BMI or an
environmental factor such as SES on motor performance as
evaluated with the ZNA-2. Roscoe et al. [35] investigated the
influence of fundamental motor skills (including hopping,
skipping and jumping) on physical activity levels and weight
status in preschool children of low SES. Remarkable was that
in this study no association was found between level of motor
performance, physical activity, and weight status of the chil-
dren. The results were explained by the fact that the effects of
physical activity and weight on the functional motor skills
were not yet fully established and therefore could not be
linked to the level of motor performance of the children
[35]. As this study was done only on children of 3–4 years
old, it is interesting to knowwhether this effect is detectable in
children older than 4 years old.
In this study, we aim to investigate the magnitude of the
effects of BMI and SES on motor performance in typically
developing children from 3 to 18 years old. Quantifying such
effects is important when considering typical motor develop-
ment. Only by studying this association in typically develop-
ing children and adolescents may we disentangle the associa-
tions of non-motor-dependent factors such as BMI and SES
from the development of motor performance.
Methods
Participants
From the original 616 children and adolescents of the ZNA-2,
a normative sample of typically developing children and ado-
lescents [18] of 321 participants (158 males, 163 females)
with complete measurements for height, weight and parental
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occupational status were gathered. From June 2015 until
February 2017, a representative sample of the general popu-
lation living in the greater Zurich area was tested. Children
were tested in their own day-care centres and schools in a
separate room. Children with evident medical or behavioural
conditions were not asked to participate. The children and
adolescents’ ages ranged from 3 years and 3 months to 17
years and 11 months with a median age of 9 years and 4
months; the sample contained 256 children (≤ 12 years) and
65 adolescents (> 12 years). Participants were enrolled from
six daycare centers, five kindergartens, and 17 primary and
secondary schools covering the richer and poorer areas of the
urban area. Their motor proficiency was assessed using the
ZNA-2. The study was approved by the local ethical commit-
tee (KEK-ZH-Nr StV-40/07) and was performed in accor-
dance with the Declaration of Helsinki. Details of the study
design have been described previously [18].
Measurements
Zurich Neuromotor Assessment-2 (ZNA-2)
The ZNA-2 allows continuous measurement for the entire age
range without changing the test items. Motor proficiency is
assessed with 14 tasks grouped into five components: fine
motor tasks (FM), pure motor tasks (PM), static balance
(SB), gross motor tasks (GM), and contralateral associated
movements (CAMs). The FM component entails a pegboard
task, turning bolts, and stringing beads. The PM component
consists of repetitive movements of fingers, hand and foot,
alternating movements of hand and foot, and sequential finger
movements. SB consists of standing on one leg with eyes
open and with eyes closed. The GM component entails
jumping sideways, a chair-rise test, and standing long jump.
CAMs are scored from video recordings for 5 out of the 14
tasks. They are treated as a separate component that measures
the quality of movement during the fine and pure motor tasks.
CAM scores capture the frequency (i.e., during the whole
movement or only part of it) and amplitude of the movement
on the contralateral side of the limb being tested. Besides
components, the ZNA-2 also provides a global measure of
motor proficiency using a total score. The total score (TS)
summarizes information collected over all five components.
Body mass index (BMI)
All subjects were tested in the childcare centre or at school.
Height was measured with a stadiometer to the nearest 0.1 cm,
and weight was measured using a scale (Seca, Basel,
Switzerland). Both measures were evaluated with the subject
barefoot and not immediately after a heavy meal. BMI was
calculated as weight divided by height squared (kg/m2). Over-
and underweight was defined according to the definitions of
the WHO [42].
Socio-economic status (SES)
The International Socio-Economic Index (ISEI) was calculat-
ed by coding the occupational status of both parents [9]. The
highest ISEI of the two parents was selected and used for the
analysis as a proxy for the SES of the child.
Procedure
Each child was examined individually to evaluate motor per-
formance by a professional therapist or human movement sci-
entist trained in the ZNA-2. In total, five people were trained
for the ZNA-2 assessment; all testing and scoring were super-
vised by the most experienced ZNA testers, TK and JC.
Details of the motor testing procedure and the psychometric
properties of the ZNA-2 can be read elsewhere [18]. After
motor testing, all participants received a questionnaire for
the parents requesting information on several topics including
SES. These questionnaires were returned in sealed envelopes.
Each letter contained an identification code instead of the
participant’s name so as to blind the study investigators enter-
ing the information into the database.
Statistical methods
In order to remove the impact of age and gender from the
analysis, BMI values were converted into z-scores using
BMI-for-age standards from WHO Child Growth Standards
(3–5 years) and Growth Reference (5–19 years) [5]. Z-scores
of BMI were restricted to the interval [− 3; +3] to prevent
extremes from driving the analysis. The raw ISEI was used
for the analysis. When appropriate and to improve the inter-
pretability of results, the ISEI was standardized around its
median (65) and divided by 30 points (rounded interquartile
range).
Motor performance was measured as the time needed by
the child to complete the task, or by measuring the distance a
child was able to jump. The frequency and amplitude of
CAMs were combined into an index called the intensity of
CAMs [10]. This index, essentially the square root of the
product of frequency and amplitude, provides information
on movement quality. It can take 24 possible values, ranging
from 0 (no CAMs) to 5 (maximal intensity of CAMs), and is
approximately normally distributed within these bounds in the
population of typically developing children. Norms for motor
development were then used to calculate standard deviation
scores (SDSs) for motor performance across items, compo-
nents, and the total score of the ZNA-2 [18]. Such norms
describe the typical evolution of the time performance and
intensity of CAMs as a function of age and gender. Similar
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to a z-score, an SDS is a quantitative measure of age- and
gender-adjusted motor performance, with positive SDSs indi-
cating above-average performance and negative SDSs indicat-
ing below-average performance. By construction, SDSs are
approximately normally distributed with a mean of zero and
a variance of one in the population of healthy children. As for
BMI z-scores, motor SDSs were restricted to the interval [− 3;
+ 3] to limit the influence of extremes. SDSs missing at ran-
dom or missing due to the inability of the child to perform
were imputed using a specific procedure for multiple imputa-
tions with chained equations (see statistical appendix for de-
tails). Fifty complete datasets were generated using this pro-
cedure in order to reconstruct the full variability of SDSs.
Linear mixed effects models were used to quantify the
association of BMI z-scores and the ISEI with motor SDSs
across the five components and the total score defined in the
ZNA-2. Cluster effects due to children being nested within
schools were incorporated as random intercepts. The effects
of BMI z-scores and ISEI were flexibly modelled using frac-
tional polynomials of degree 2 to capture nonlinear trends
[36]. Models were fitted successively to each of the 50 com-
plete datasets constructed using the imputation procedure, and
regression coefficients, standard errors and so forth were then
pooled using Rubin’s rules to enable inference following re-
peated imputations [37]. The effect of BMI z-scores and of
ISEI on motor performance was estimated and the corre-
sponding 95% confidence interval was reported. For linear
trends, the p value corresponding to a test for the nullity of
the slope of the regression line was reported. Nonlinear trends
were tested using a likelihood ratio test (LRT) with a proce-
dure adapted to handle multiple imputations [29]. A term
representing the interaction between the two predictors was
also tested using the same procedure. The level of statistical
significance was set to 5%. The magnitude of the cluster effect
was quantified using the intraclass correlation coefficient
(ICC).
Results
After adjusting for the cluster effect, BMI z-scores for the 321
children under study were neither associated with age (p =
0.549) nor ISEI (p = 0.397). However, on average, boys had
a slightly larger BMI z-score (delta z = 0.26) than girls, with
this difference being statistically significant (p = 0.023). The
cluster effect for BMI z-scores was negligible, with variations
between schools explaining less than 1/10,000th of the total
residual variance. The average ISEI was 59 points (SD = 20),
which stands slightly above the Swiss average of 55 points
(SD = 17) [33]. The median ISEI was 65 points with an inter-
quartile range of 29 points. The ISEI distribution was bimodal
with a main peak at higher values of the index (60–80) and a
smaller peak at lower values (20–40). ISEI was not associated
with age, gender, or BMI z-scores (p ≥ 0.156). However,
unlike for BMI, the cluster effect for ISEI was substantial,
with variations between schools explaining 39% of the total
residual variance.
Table 1 presents means and standard deviations of motor
SDSs for components and the total score in the ZNA-2 as
calculated after pooling results from the 50 complete datasets
with observed and imputed data. On average, motor SDSs
were positive on all components and the total score of the
ZNA-2. However, only the average SDSs of FM and GM
were statistically different from zero after accounting for the
cluster effect. In multivariate models, the effect of BMI z-
scores on motor SDSs was statistically significant only in
components PM, SB, and GM (p ≤ 0.023). Generally, BMI
z-scores were linearly related to motor performance, with
overweight children having on average slightly better motor
scores than underweight children (see Fig. 1). Notable excep-
tions are SB and GM, in which a nonlinear effect of BMI z-
scores on motor SDSs was identified (LRT: p = 0.023 and p =
0.013, respectively). For these two components, average mo-
tor scores remained relatively unaffected by BMI except for
severely overweight children (BMI z > 2), whosemotor scores
dropped significantly (see Fig. 1).
Table 1 Mean and standard deviation (SD) of motor SDSs for ZNA-2
components and total score (results pooled over the 50 complete datasets
used in multiple imputations)
ZNA-2 dimension Mean SD p value*
Fine motor 0.18 0.95 0.002
Pure motor 0.10 1.01 0.194
Static balance 0.17 1.02 0.189
Gross motor 0.15 1.00 0.038
Contralateral associated movements 0.02 1.02 0.996
Total score 0.19 0.96 0.062
*The p value refers to testing for nullity of the mean SDS value while
accounting for the clustered design. This is achieved by using a linear
mixed effects model without any predictor while including schools as
random intercepts to predict motor performance SDS on a given ZNA-2
component
Fig. 1 Adjusted motor SDS in ZNA-2 components and total score as a
function of BMI z-scores. For illustrative purposes, the predicted differ-
ence between the actual ISEI and a median ISEI of 65 points is subtracted
from each motor score. Dots refer to the adjusted motor scores, observed
or imputed from the first complete dataset. The grey line represents pre-
dicted motor scores as calculated after pooling regression coefficients
from the 50 complete datasets. The light grey area represents a 95%
confidence interval around the regression line. For linear effects, the
reported p values refer to testing for nullity of the slope of the regression
line. The p values reported for nonlinear effects (Static Balance and Gross
Motor) were obtained using a likelihood ratio test (LRT)
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With the exception of PM and AM, the ISEI was
consistently associated with motor scores, with children
from higher socio-economic backgrounds performing
slightly better than those from lower socio-economic
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backgrounds (p ≤ 0.030). Unlike for BMI, where a non-
linear effect could be identified in the SB and GM
components, the association between ISEI and motor
scores was constantly modelled as linear for all compo-
nents and the total score of the ZNA-2 (see Fig. 2). An
interaction term between ISEI and BMI z-scores was
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never found to be statistically significant (LRT: p ≥
0.195) and was thus not considered in final models.
The magnitude of the cluster effect on motor performance
was generally small. The ICC on the total score TS was 0.037,
suggesting that after adjusting for the combined effect of BMI
and ISEI, differences in average motor performance between
schools only account for 3.7% of the total residual variance.
The largest cluster effect on motor performance was found for
the component CAM, with an ICC of 0.08.
Although sometimes statistically significant, the magnitude
of the association between the two correlates investigated and
motor scores always remained relatively weak. For example,
when comparing children with a low BMI (situated at quantile
25% or z = − 0.67) and children with a high BMI (situated at
quantile 75% or z = + 0.67), having the same age, gender and
SES, we will observe an average difference of at most 0.26
SDS [95% CI 0.11–0.40] (in PM, see Table 2) regarding
neuromotor performance. This corresponds to a weak effect
according to the well-known classification of Cohen’s stan-
dardized mean difference [4]. Similarly, the largest predicted
linear change in motor SDS, associated with an increase of 30
points on the ISEI scale (corresponding approximately to the
interquartile range of ISEI in the sample) was 0.25 SDS [95%
CI 0.09–0.41] (in GM, see Table 3). Another way to quantify
the magnitude of these weak associations is to calculate the
partial correlation coefficient between motor performance and
each predictor: the correlation after adjusting both motor per-
formance and the predictor of interest for the effect of the other
predictor and school effects. The largest absolute partial cor-
relation between motor performance and BMI z-scores was
only 0.19 (in PM) while the largest absolute partial correlation
between motor performance and ISEI was even smaller at
0.13 (in TS). Larger deleterious effects of BMI on motor per-
formance may be seen for SB and GM but only in severely
overweight children (see Fig. 1). As a post hoc analysis, we
formally tested for the presence of an interaction term between
age (categorized into children, age ≤ 12 years, and adoles-
cents, age > 12 years) and BMI z-scores in all motor dimen-
sions of the ZNA-2. This interaction term was not supported
by the data (LRT: p ≥ 0.515) in any motor components except
PM, where the positive effect of BMI z-scores disappeared in
adolescents (LRT: p = 0.036). Overall, in multivariate models,
BMI z-scores and ISEI together accounted for no more than
5.1% of the total variance in motor SDSs. In univariate
models, the largest proportion of variance in motor SDSs ex-
plained by BMI z-scores and ISEI was only 3.4% (in PM) and
3.8% (in TS), respectively.
Fig. 2 Adjusted motor SDS in ZNA-2 components and total score as a
function of ISEI. For illustrative purposes, the predicted difference be-
tween the actual BMI z-score and a z-score of zero is subtracted from each
motor score. Dots refer to the adjusted motor scores, observed or imputed
from the first complete dataset. The grey line represents predicted motor
scores as calculated after pooling regression coefficients from the 50
complete datasets. The light grey area represents a 95% confidence inter-
val around the regression line. The reported p values refer to testing for
nullity of the slope of the regression line
Table 2 Regression coefficients and 95% confidence intervals (CI) for
the linear effect of BMI z-scores on motor performance for ZNA-2 com-
ponents and the total score, after controlling for ISEI and cluster effects
(results pooled over the 50 complete datasets used in multiple
imputations). The reported estimate corresponds to an increase of 1.35
points on the z-score scale for BMI (corresponding to the interquartile
range of a standard normal distribution)
ZNA-2 dimension Estimate 95% CI p value
Fine motor 0.04 [− 0.10; 0.17] 0.615
Pure motor 0.26 [0.11; 0.40] 0.001
Static balance Nonlinear effect (see Fig. 1) *0.023
Gross motor Nonlinear effect (see Fig. 1) *0.013
Contralateral associated movements 0.13 [− 0.02; 0.28] 0.086
Total score 0.07 [− 0.07;0.20] 0.360
*The p values reported for nonlinear effects were obtained using a likelihood ratio test (LRT)
Table 3 Regression coefficients and 95% confidence intervals (CI) for
the linear effect of ISEI on motor performance for ZNA-2 components
and the total score, after controlling for BMI z-scores and cluster effects
(results pooled over the 50 complete datasets used in multiple imputa-
tions). The reported estimate corresponds to an increase of 30 points on
the ISEI scale (corresponding to the interquartile range in the sample)
ZNA-2 dimension Estimate 95% CI p value
Fine motor 0.21 [0.06; 0.36] 0.008
Pure motor 0.06 [− 0.11; 0.24] 0.478
Static balance 0.21 [0.02; 0.40] 0.030
Gross motor 0.25 [0.09; 0.41] 0.002
Contralateral associated movements 0.05 [− 0.13; 0.24] 0.579
Total score 0.24 [0.07; 0.41] 0.006
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Discussion
Ideally, a test set designed to measure motor development,
coordination, and impairment (such as for children with de-
velopmental coordination disorder, prematurity, or special
motor problems) should be as independent as possible from
confounding, non-motor, and environmentally driven effects.
This study has shown that the association of BMI and SES
with motor development in children aged 3 to 18 years old as
measured by the ZNA-2 is very low.
ISEI was found to have a small association with motor
performance in the FM, GM and total score of the ZNA-2,
although the magnitude of ISEI’s effect was weak (max. 3.8%
of explained variance in motor SDSs) and not statistically
significant in SB, PM and CAM. The association was consis-
tent, such that higher ISEIs were associated with better motor
performance. Children from higher SES backgrounds are
known to play sports more frequently [1, 6, 11, 28, 30, 43].
However, although sometimes statistically significant, these
associations remain clinically irrelevant in our study due to
the low proportion of explained variance (≤ 3.8%).
The effect of BMI was even weaker (max. 3.4% of ex-
plained variance in motor SDS) but differed across the five
components. The associations of BMI with FM and CAM
were not significant. BMI showed a significantly positive as-
sociation with PM and a negative association with SB and
GM. Greater weight indeed makes performing activities
against gravity more difficult. The negative association be-
tween BMI and SB has also been found elsewhere [31, 34].
For both SB and GM, a drop in performance was seen in
children with BMI z-values of over 2.
The positive association between BMI and PM is more
difficult to explain. BMI is a crude measure of body compo-
sition and does not indicate whether a child has more muscle
mass (fat free) or more fat mass. The specific weight of muscle
is higher than that of fat. It might be that among those children
with high BMIs, some had relatively more muscle, leading to
better performance in the PM tasks. This effect was also de-
scribed in an earlier work on children between the ages of 3
and 5, in which children with high BMIs were also better in
certain tasks [19]. Age may also be a confounding variable for
the effect of BMI z-scores on PM in our study. Indeed, fat-free
mass is known to increase with age, with adolescents typically
having more fat-free mass than younger children [3, 22, 41].
The post hoc analysis confirmed that the positive effect of
BMI on PM found in younger children (≤ 12 years) disap-
peared in adolescents. This suggests that the positive associa-
tion between BMI z-scores and PMmay be driven by changes
in fat-free mass over age. Finally, it should be noted that we
did not have many children with high BMIs in this cohort.
One limitation of our study is that the 321 children included
in the analysis do not form a random sample of children from
the ZNA-2 normative sample. Instead, they were selected
based on the availability of information on their parents’ oc-
cupations to enable an ISEI to be calculated. We suspect that
this subsample may thus include a larger proportion of chil-
dren with higher SES than the complete ZNA-2 normative
sample. Indeed, parents with lower SES may be less likely
to report their occupations than parents with higher SES.
This suspicion is supported by two observations. First, both
the average ISEI (59) and the median ISEI (65) in our sample
are slightly higher than the Swiss average (55) [33]; the ISEI
distribution is bimodal with a main peak at higher ISEI (60–
80). Secondly, we observe that the average motor SDSs of the
selected children are slightly higher than zero across all ZNA-
2 dimensions, yet not always significantly so (see Table 1).
The selected children may thus have performed slightly better
than the typically developing children of the whole ZNA-2
normative sample. However, this slight shift towards better
motor performance is readily compatible with the ISEI effect
depicted on FM, GM, and the total score of the ZNA-2.
Note also that we did not observe any significant effect of
ISEI on PM or CAMs. This further explains why the average
motor SDSs for these two components are not statistically
different from zero in Table 1 and supports our hypothesis
that PM and CAMs are independent of SES. One possible
consequence of this selection process is that the SES effects
reported in this study are likely to be slightly underestimated.
Nevertheless, we do not believe this to be a strong limitation
of our study, for two reasons. First, although children with
lower SESmay be under-represented in our sample, the whole
range of ISEI was observed. Secondly, the proportion of ex-
plained variance in motor SDS that is attributable to the com-
bined effect of BMI and ISEI was only 5.1% atmost. It is quite
possible that this number is slightly underestimated, but we do
not believe the proportion of explained variance due to BMI
and ISEI would reach any relevance for clinical practice in the
absence of the selection process. Therefore, we remain confi-
dent that the effects of BMI and SES can reasonably be
neglected in clinical practice as was also seen in a study on
3- to 4-year-olds [35].
The ZNA-2 enables the continuous assessment of motor
performance in children and adolescents from 3 to 18 years.
It provides normative data for motor proficiency while ac-
counting for gender differences. Our findings suggest that
motor performance can be reliably quantified with the ZNA-
2 without suffering from any strong effect of such non-motor
factors as BMI or SES.
Statistical appendix
Imputation of missing motor SDSs
For some items in the ZNA-2 (e.g. SB, CAMs), the range of
motor performance that can actually be measured is bounded.
For example, the time over which a child can stand on one leg
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is restricted to the interval 2–30 s. Times shorter than 2 sec-
onds (floor limit) are difficult to measure reliably. On the other
hand, allowing a child to stand on one leg for more than 30 s
(ceiling limit) would make the whole testing procedure
too time consuming in practice. Another example is the
intensity of CAMs which is bounded by design between 0
(floor limit) and 5 (ceiling limit). Building on the ap-
proach of Gasser et al. [10], the ZNA-2 norms properly
account for such peculiarities by considering that the true
motor performance of a child who reaches, e.g. the ceiling
limit in SB is right-censored at 30 s (i.e. his/her true exact
performance is unknown, but it is known to be at least
equal or larger than 30 s). Similarly, norms for CAMs
assume that the true intensity of CAMs of a child, e.g.
who reaches the ceiling limit, will be right-censored at 5,
with his/her true intensity of CAMs being known to be
equal or larger than 5 although such value cannot be mea-
sured in practice. The SDS of a child who reaches either
the floor or ceiling limit is calculated approximately by
considering the fraction of children of same age and sex
whose motor performance lies below the floor limit or
above the ceiling limit according to the norms (see [18]
for more details). While such approximation is valuable to
provide an estimate of the motor performance for those
children reaching the floor or ceiling limit, it does have
one drawback: all children of the same age and sex who
reach, e.g. the ceiling limit, will get exactly the same
SDS. When the proportion of children reaching that limit
is large (e.g. when many young children reach the maxi-
mum intensity of CAMs), the SDS variability decreases
drastically, which is undesirable if one is specifically inter-
ested in explaining some of the variability in motor perfor-
mance with predictors such as BMI and/or SES.
Consequently, for a child reaching the ceiling limit on,
e.g. SB, we imputed a standard normal SDS value in the
interval [Φ−1(pCL); 3] where pCL is the percentile corre-
sponding with the ceiling limit (30 s) in the norms, and Φ
refers to the cumulative distribution function of the stan-
dard normal distribution. Similarly, a standard normal SDS
value in the interval [− 3;Φ−1(pFL)] was imputed for a child
reaching the floor limit, with pFL referring to the percentile
corresponding to the floor limit (2 s.) in the norms. SDSs
missing at random were imputed in the interval [− 3;+3]
using a standard normal distribution. The imputation pro-
cedure was repeated 50 times in the spirit of multiple im-
putations [37]. The imputation model for motor SDSs in
any particular task included the following predictors: SDSs
from all remaining ZNA-2 items, age, gender, BMI z-
scores, ISEI and an interaction term between BMI z-
scores and ISEI. Additionally, quadratic effects for age,
BMI z-scores and ISEI were included in the imputation
model to capture potential nonlinear trends. The SDS im-
putation was only carried out at the item level, with SDSs
of components and the total score calculated from observed
and/or imputed SDSs at the item level.
Acknowledgements We would like to thank all of the participants, their
families and schools who took part in this study. We thank Simon
Milligan for proofreading the manuscript.
Authors’ contributions THK: design of study, training of assessors, data
collection, coding and writing of manuscript
AC: data analysis
JC: training of assessors, data collection and writing of manuscript
EK: data collection and coding
VR: supervisor of data analysis
OGJ: supervisor of final draft of manuscript, principal investigator of
the project
All authors read and commented on earlier drafts and approved the
final manuscript.
Funding Open Access funding provided by the University of Zurich.
This study was supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation,
grant number 32003B_153273, the Majores and Largo Foundation.
Compliance with ethical standards
Conflict of interest The authors declare no competing interests.
Consent to participate All parents provided written informed consent
for their children, and children consented orally.
Consent for publication All authors read and commented on earlier
drafts and approved the final manuscript to be published.
Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing, adap-
tation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as
you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, pro-
vide a link to the Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes were
made. The images or other third party material in this article are included
in the article's Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a
credit line to the material. If material is not included in the article's
Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not permitted by
statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain
permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a copy of this
licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
References
1. Barnett LM, Lai SK, Veldman SLC, Hardy LL, Cliff DP, Morgan
PJ, Zask A, Lubans DR, Shultz SP, Ridgers ND, Rush E, Brown
HL, Okely AD (2016) Correlates of gross motor competence in
children and adolescents: a systematic review and meta-analysis.
Sports Med 46(11):1663–1688. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40279-
016-0495-z
2. Chivers P, Larkin D, Rose E, Beilin L, Hands B (2013) Low motor
performance scores among overweight children: poor coordination
or morphological constraints? Hum Mov Sci 32(5):1127–1137.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.humov.2013.08.006
3. Chung S (2015) Body mass index and body composition scaling to
height in children and adolescent. Ann Pediatr Endocrinol Metab
20(3):125–129. https://doi.org/10.6065/apem.2015.20.3.125
Eur J Pediatr
4. Cohen J (1988) Statistical power analysis for the behavioural sci-
ences, 2nd edn (ISBN 0-8058-0283-5)
5. De Onis M, Onyango AW, Borghi E, Siyam A, Nishida C,
Siekmann J (2007) Development of a WHO growth reference for
school-aged children and adolescents. Bull World Health Organ
85(9):660–667
6. Dinehart L, Manfra L (2013) Associations Between Low-Income
Children's Fine Motor Skills in Preschool and Academic
Performance in Second Grade. Early Educ Dev 24(2):138–161.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10409289.2011.636729
7. Duncan MJ, Stanley M, Leddington Wright S (2013) The associa-
tion between functional movement and overweight and obesity in
British primary school children. BMC Sports Sci Med Rehabil 5:
11. https://doi.org/10.1186/2052-1847-5-11
8. Eaton WO, Enns LR (1986) Sex-differences in human motor-
activity level. Psychol Bull 100(1):19–28. https://doi.org/10.1037/
0033-2909.100.1.19
9. Ganzeboom HBG (2010) A new international socio-economic in-
dex [ISEI] of occupational status for the international standard clas-
sification of occupation 2008 [ISCO-08] constructedwith data from
the ISSP 2002-2007, with an analysis of quality of occupational
measurement in ISSP. Paper presented at the Annual Conference
of International Social Survey Programme, Lisbon
10. Gasser T, Rousson V (2004) Modelling neuromotor ratings with
floor-effects. Stat Med 23(23):3641–3653. https://doi.org/10.1002/
sim.1914
11. Goodway JD, Branta CF (2003) Influence of a motor skill interven-
tion on fundamental motor skill development of disadvantaged pre-
school children. Res Q Exerc Sport 74(1):36–46. https://doi.org/10.
1080/02701367.2003.10609062
12. Graf C, Koch B, Kretschmann-Kandel E, Falkowski G, Christ H,
Coburger S, Lehmacher W, Bjarnason-Wehrens B, Platen P,
Tokarski W, Predel HG, Dordel S (2004) Correlation between
BMI, leisure habits and motor abilities in childhood (CHILT-pro-
ject). Int J Obes Relat Metab Disord 28(1):22–26. https://doi.org/
10.1038/sj.ijo.0802428
13. Hallal PC, Andersen LB, Bull FC, Guthold R, Haskell W, Ekelund
U, Lancet Phys Activity Series W (2012) Global physical activity
levels: surveillance progress, pitfalls, and prospects. Lancet
380(9838):247–257. https://doi.org/10.1016/s0140-6736(12)
60646-1
14. Hardy LL, Reinten-Reynolds T, Espinel P, Zask A, Okely AD
(2012) Prevalence and correlates of low fundamental movement
skill competency in children. Pediatrics 130(2):e390–e398. https://
doi.org/10.1542/peds.2012-0345
15. Haywood K, Getchell N (2014) Life span motor development, 6th
edn. Human Kinetics, Champaign
16. Holfelder B, Schott N (2014) Relationship of fundamental move-
ment skills and physical activity in children and adolescents: A
systematic review. Psychol Sport Exerc 15(4):382–391. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.psychsport.2014.03.005
17. Kakebeeke TH, Chaouch A, Knaier E, Caflisch J, Rousson V,
Largo RH, Jenni OG (2019) A quick and qualitative assessment
of gross motor development in preschool children. Eur J Pediatr
178(4):565–573. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00431-019-03327-6
18. Kakebeeke TH, Knaier E, Chaouch A, Caflisch J, Rousson V,
Largo RH, Jenni OG (2018) Neuromotor development in children.
Part 4: new norms from 3 to 18 years. DevMedChild Neurol 60(8):
810–819. https://doi.org/10.1111/dmcn.13793
19. Kakebeeke TH, Lanzi S, Zysset AE, Arhab A, Messerli-Burgy N,
Stuelb K, Leeger-Aschmann CS, Schmutz EA, Meyer AH,
Kriemler S et al (2017) Association between body composition
and motor performance in preschool children. Obes Facts 10(5):
420–431. https://doi.org/10.1159/000477406
20. Karastergiou K, Smith SR, Greenberg AS, Fried SK (2012) Sex
differences in human adipose tissues - the biology of pear shape.
Biol Sex Differ 3(1):13. https://doi.org/10.1186/2042-6410-3-13
21. Klein M, Frohlich M, Pieter A, Emrich E (2016) Socio-economic
status and motor performance of children and adolescents. Eur J
Sport Sci 16(2):229–236. https://doi.org/10.1080/17461391.2014.
1001876
22. Kudsk KA,Munoz-Del-RioA, Busch RA, Kight CE, Schoeller DA
(2017) Stratification of fat-free mass index percentiles for body
composition based on National Health and Nutrition Examination
Survey III Bioelectric Impedance Data. JPEN J Parenter Enteral
Nutr 41(2):249–257. https://doi.org/10.1177/0148607115592672
23. Largo RH, Rousson V, Caflisch JA, Jenni OG (2007) Zurich
Neuromotor Assessment. AWE Verlag, Zurich
24. Logan SW, Scrabis-Fletcher K, Modlesky C, Getchell N (2011)
The relationship between motor skill proficiency and body mass
index in preschool children. Res Q Exerc Sport 82(3):442–448.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02701367.2011.10599776
25. Lopes VP, Rodrigues LP, Maia JA, Malina RM (2011) Motor co-
ordination as predictor of physical activity in childhood. Scand J
Med Sci Sports 21(5):663–669. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1600-
0838.2009.01027.x
26. Lopes VP, Stodden DF, Bianchi MM, Maia JA, Rodrigues LP
(2012) Correlation between BMI and motor coordination in chil-
dren. J Sci Med Sport 15(1):38–43. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsams.
2011.07.005
27. Lubans DR, Morgan PJ, Cliff DP, Barnett LM, Okely AD (2012)
Fundamental movement skills in children and adolescents - review
of associated health benefits. Sports Med 40(12):1019–1035
28. Luz LG, Cumming SP, Duarte JP, Valente-Dos-Santos J, Almeida
MJ, Machado-Rodrigues A, Padez C, Carmo BC, Santos R, Seabra
A et al (2016) Independent and combined effects of sex and bio-
logical maturation on motor coordination and performance in pre-
pubertal children. Percept Mot Skills 122(2):610–635. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0031512516637733
29. Meng XL, Rubin DB (1992) Performing likelihood ratio tests with
multiply-imputed data sets. Biometrika 79(1):103–111. https://doi.
org/10.1093/biomet/79.1.103
30. Morley D, Till K, Ogilvie P, Turner G (2015) Influences of gender
and socioeconomic status on the motor proficiency of children in
the UK. Hum Mov Sci 44:150–156. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
humov.2015.08.022
31. Okely AD, Booth ML, Chey T (2004) Relationships between body
composition and fundamental movement skills among children and
adolescents. Res Q Exerc Sport 75(3):238–247. https://doi.org/10.
1080/02701367.2004.10609157
32. Piek JP, Dawson L, Smith LM, Gasson N (2008) The role of early
fine and gross motor development on later motor and cognitive
ability. Hum Mov Sci 27(5):668–681. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
humov.2007.11.002
33. PISA Konsortium (2014) OECD-PISA Programme for
International Student Assessment. SBF/EDK, Bern and Neuchâtel
34. Prskalo I, Badric M, Kunjesic M (2015) The percentage of body fat
in children and the level of their motor skills. Coll Antropol 1:21–
28
35. Roscoe CMP, James RS, Duncan MJ (2019) Accelerometer-based
physical activity levels, fundamental movement skills and weight
status in British preschool children from a deprived area. Eur J
Pediatr 178(7):1043–1052. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00431-019-
03390-z
36. Royston P, Altman DG (1994) Regression using fractional polyno-
mials of continuous covariates - parsimonious parametricmodeling.
J R Stat Soc Ser C-Appl Stat 43(3):429–467. https://doi.org/10.
2307/2986270
37. Rubin DB (1987) Multiple imputation for nonresponse in surveys.
Wiley, New York
Eur J Pediatr
38. SchorrM, Dichtel LE, GerweckAV, Valera RD, TorrianiM,Miller
KK, Bredella MA (2018) Sex differences in body composition and
association with cardiometabolic risk. Biol Sex Differ 9(1):28.
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13293-018-0189-3
39. Trost SG, Pate RR, Sallis JF, Freedson PS, Taylor WC, Dowda M,
Sirard J (2002) Age and gender differences in objectively measured
physical activity in youth. Med Sci Sports Exerc 34(2):350–355.
https://doi.org/10.1097/00005768-200202000-00025
40. Valentini NC, Clark JE, Whitall J (2015) Developmental co-
ordination disorder in socially disadvantaged Brazilian children.
Child Care Health Dev 41(6):970–979. https://doi.org/10.1111/
cch.12219
41. Weber DR, Moore RH, Leonard MB, Zemel BS (2013) Fat and
lean BMI reference curves in children and adolescents and their
utility in identifying excess adiposity compared with BMI and per-
centage body fat. Am J Clin Nutr 98(1):49–56. https://doi.org/10.
3945/ajcn.112.053611
42. WHO (2006) Multicentre Growth Reference Study Group: WHO
child growth standards based on length/height, weight and age.
Acta Paediatr Suppl 450:76–85
43. Yao CA, Rhodes RE (2015) Parental correlates in child and ado-
lescent physical activity: a meta-analysis. Int J Behav Nutr Phys Act
12:10. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12966-015-0163-y
Publisher’s note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdic-
tional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.
Eur J Pediatr
